Waterbury VSEA Chapter Annual Meeting Minutes – August 11, 2010

DRAFT

Vice President Holly Peake conducted the meeting in the absence of President Tracey Tapley who was at another meeting. 

Secretary’s Report: 

Scott Melen motioned that the minutes from the June 23, 2010 meeting be approved. Dave Clark seconded. The motion was approved. 

Treasurer’s Report: 

Tim Cropley reported that we have $2913.37 in the account after today’s meeting expenses. At a prior Chapter meeting, we had approved $200 to be given for door prizes at the VSEA Annual meeting in September. We also approved providing reimbursements to Chapter members who are attending the VSEA Annual meeting. Email Tim Cropley if you will be attending the Annual meeting. Let him know if you will be staying overnight or driving down just for the day. The meeting is at the Holiday Inn in Rutland. We have authorized $1000 towards reimbursements. Members will be reimbursed up to $100 for overnight stays or for mileage. We are taking donations towards pizza for our Chapter meetings. We began this at the last meeting. 
Scott Melen made a motion to accept the Treasurer’s report. Sheila Coniff seconded. The motion was approved. 

Update of Board of Trustees: 

Dave Clark gave an update on the Board. There are 5 officers. The clerk recently retired so VSEA is seeking candidates for a new clerk. Trustees are assigned by geographic location. They can either work or live in the geographic district that they represent. The Board oversees budget spending, committee reports, appoints members to attend the Summer School, etc. If you have an issue for the Board to address, send it to the clerk (send to VSEA headquarters until a new clerk is elected). 
Council Update: 

Sheila Coniff reported on the Council. The Council is the governing body of VSEA. It meets quarterly, votes on a variety of issues and makes recommendations to the Board of Trustees. A 2/3 majority Council vote can override a Board of Trustees vote. The Council votes on whether or not to recommend Bylaw changes at Annual meeting. 

Council members are the voice of chapter members. Each Chapter has Council reps and each Department also has Council seats. If a Council member is unable to attend a meeting, they can ask another Chapter or Department member to substitute for them. Let your Council members know if you would like to be a substitute. Council members are listed on the list of officers on bulletin boards or at the VSEA website. 
There is a proposal being brought up at Annual meeting on September 11 to have the vote on Dues done by mail instead of at the Annual meeting. There is no provision on what will happen to the Budget if the Dues are voted down. Everyone should read this proposal in the Annual meeting mailing which was sent out recently and plan to attend the meeting to vote. 

President’s Report: 

Holly Peake reported that the Summer Membership drive was over. Mary Ellen Cross was the grand prize winner, recruiting 5 new members. One hundred and sixty (160) members signed up for the VSEA Picnic in the Park at Six Flags on August 16. A BBQ will be held this evening (Aug 11) at VSEA headquarters. VSEA endorsed candidates will be in attendance. 
The Central Vermont Chapter is looking for other members to march in the Northfield Labor Day parade. Contact VSEA headquarters if you are willing to march. 

Holly reminded everyone that the VSEA Annual meeting will be held September 11 at the Holiday Inn in Rutland. VSEA members receive free meals (breakfast, lunch and a banquet dinner). Important Bylaw changes will be voted on. 

There were no Bylaw changes brought forth for the Waterbury chapter. There are no officer or Council seats up for election this year. 

Old Business: None

New Business: 

Robyn Maquire, VSEA organizer, passed around a sign-up sheet for a phone bank to call members the week before the primary. The calls would be to remind members to vote and ask them to support VSEA endorsed candidates. 

Leslie Matthews said there are Health Care is a Human Right campaign petitions out. On Act 28 from S180, Doug Racine pushed this through the Legislature, Peter Shumlin did not. 
Someone brought up the article in the Retiring Times mailing that was recently sent out. The article discusses how the 3% pay cut affects pensions in retirement computations. 

Door Prizes: 

Vicki Viens won for bring your own plate. Dave Clark won for attendance. 

Submitted by: 

Vicki Conti

Chapter Secretary

